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Preface 


Some  writers  claim  that  Adam  was  the  first  herma- 
phrodite and  support  this  by  Scriptual  evidence — Genesis, 
chapter  1,  verse  27.  We  find  in  some  of  the  ancient  poets 
traces  of  an  Egyptian  legend  in  which  the  goddess  of  the 
moon  was  considered  to  be  both  male  and  female.  From 
mythology  we  learn  that  Hermaphroditus  was  the  son  of 
Hermes,  or  Mercury,  and  Venus  Aphrodite,  and  had  the 
powers  both  of  a father  and  mother.  Ovid  and  Virgil  both 
refer  to  legendary  hermaphrodites,  and  the  knowledge  of 
their  existence  was  prevalent  in  the  olden  times.  The  ancients 
considered  the  birth  of  hermaphrodites  bad  omens,  and  the 
Athenians  threw  them  into  the  sea,  the  Romans,  into  the 
Tiber.  Livy  speaks  of  an  hermaphrodite  being  put  to  death 
in  Umbria,  and  another  in  Etruria.  Aetius  and  Paulus 
Aegineta  speak  of  females  in  Egypt  with  prolonged  clitorises 
which  made  them  appear  like  hermaphrodites.  Throughout 
the  Middle  Ages  we  frequently  find  accounts,  naturally  exag- 
gerated, of  double-sexed  creatures.  The  anomaly  in  most 
cases  consists  of  a malformation  of  the  external  genitals.  A 
prolonged  clitoris,  prolapsed  (falling  down,  sinking)  ovaries, 
grossness  of  figure,  and  hirsute  (abnormal  hairiness)  appear- 
ance have  been  accountable  for  many  supposed  instances  of 
hermaphrodites.  On  the  other  hand,  a cleft  scrotum,  an  ill 
developed  penis,  rotundity  of  the  breasts,  and  feminine  con- 
tour have  also  provoked  accounts  of  similar  instances.  Some 
cases  have  been  proven  by  dissection  to  have  been  true 
hermaphrodites,  portions  or  even  entire  genitals  of  both  sexes 
having  been  found. 

Numerous  accounts,  many  mythical,  but  always  interest- 
ing, are  given  of  these  curious  persons.  They  have  been 
accredited  with  having  performed  the  functions  of  both 


father  and  mother,  notwithstanding  the  statements  of  some 
of  the  best  authorities  that  they  are  always  sterile.  Observa- 
tion has  shown  that  the  sexual  appetite  diminishes  in  pro- 
portion to  the  imperfections  in  the  genitals,  and  certainly 
many  of  these  persons  are  sexually  indifferent. 

A few  of  the  most  famous  or  interesting  instances  of  her- 
maphroditism will  be  given.  Pare  speaks  of  a woman  who, 
besides  a vulva,  from  which  she  menstruated,  had  a penis, 
b«t  without  prepuce  or  signs  of  erectility.  An  Ethiopian  wom- 
an who  was  evidently  a spurious  female  hermaphrodite  en- 
treated a doctor  to  cut  off  her  penis,  an  enlarged  clitoris, 
which  she  said  was  an  intolerable  hindrance  to  her  in  inter- 
course. There  is  an  old  record  of  a similar  creature,  sup- 
posing herself  to  be  a male,  who  took  a wife,  but  previously 
having  had  connection  with  a man,  the  outcome  of  which 
was  pregnancy,  was  shortly  after  marriage  delivered  of  a 
daughter.  There  is  an  account  of  a person  in  Germany  who, 
for  the  first  thirty  years  of  life,  was  regarded  as  feminine, 
and  being  of  loose  morals  became  a mother.  At  a certain 
period  she  began  to  feel  a change  in  her  sexual  inclinations. 
She  married  and  became  die  father  of  a family.  This  is  doubt- 
less a distortion  of  the  facts  of  the  case  of  Catherine  or 
Charles  Hoffman,  bom  in  1824,  who  was  considered  a female 
until  the  age  of  forty.  At  puberty  she  had  the  instincts  of  a 
woman,  and  cohabitated  with  a male  lover  for  twenty  years. 
Her  breasts  were  well  formed  and  she  menstruated  at  nine- 
teen. At  the  age  of  forty-six  her  sexual  desires  changed,  and 
she  attempted  intercourse  as  a man,  with  such  satisfaction 
daat  she  married  a woman  soon  afterward.  Fitch61  speaks 
©f  a house  servant  with  masculine  features  and  movements, 
age  twenty-eight  and  5 feet  and  9 inches  tall,  who  was  ar- 
rested by  the  police  for  violating  the  laws  governing  prosti- 
tution. On  examination,  well-developed  male  and  female 
organs  of  generation  were  found.  She  stated  that  several 
years  previously  she  gave  birth  to  a normal  child.  In  place 
of  a clitoris  she  had  a penis  which,  in  erection,  measured  5% 
inches  long  and  3%  inches  in  circumference.  The  scrotum 
contained  two  testicles,  each  about  an  inch  long.  She  claimed 
functional  ability  with  both  sets  of  genitals,  and  said  she 


experienced  equal  sexual  gratification  with  either*  Semen 
issued  from  the  penis,  and  every  three  weeks  she  had  scanty 
menstruation  which  lasted  two  days. 

Fournier  speaks  of  an  individual  in  Lisbon  in  1807  who 
was  in  the  highest  degree  of  perfection,  both  male  and  fe- 
male. The  figure  was  graceful,  the  voice  feminine,  the  breasts 
well  developed,  and  menstruation  was  regular.  The  thighs 
and  the  pelvis  were  not  so  wide  as  those  of  a woman.  There 
was  some  beard  on  the  chin,  but  it  was  worn  close.  The  male 
genitals  were  of  the  size  and  appearance  of  a male  adult  and 
were  covered  with  the  usual  hair.  This  person  had  been 
twice  pregnant  and  aborted  at  the  third  and  fifth  month. 
During  intercourse  the  penis  became  erect 

There  seems  to  be  a law  of  evolution  in  hermaphroditism 
which  prevents  perfection.  If  one  set  of  genitals  are  extraor- 
dinarily developed,  the  other  set  are  correspondingly  at- 
rophied (defective). 

The  legal  aspect  of  hermaphroditism  has  always  been  much 
discussed.  Many  interesting  questions  arise,  and  extraordinary 
complications  naturally  occur.  In  Rome  a hermaphrodite 
could  be  a witness  to  a testament,  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
a man,  and  the  sex  was  settled  by  the  predominance.  If  the 
male  aspect  and  traits  together  with  the  generative  organs 
of  man  were  most  pronounced,  then  the  individual  could  call 
himself  a man. 

There  is  a peculiar  case  on  record  in  which  the  question  of 
legal  male  inheritance  was  not  settled  until  the  individual 
had  lived  as  a female  for  fifty-one  years.  This  person  was 
married  when  twenty-one,  but  finding  intercourse  impossible, 
separated  after  ten  years,  and  though  dressing  as  a female  had 
Intercourse  with  other  women.  She  finally  lived  with  her 
brother,  with  whom  she  eventually  came  to  blows.  She 
prosecuted  him  for  assault,  and  the  brother  in  return 
charged  her  with  seducing  his  wife.  Examination  ensued, 
and  at  this  ripe  age  she  was  declared  to  be  a male. 
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Pan  and  Olympus.  The  satyr,  half  animal, 
hairy  and  bearded.  Beauty  on  the  other 
hand  is  hermaphrodite.  The  young  figure 
may  be  vague  and  womanly.  Louvre, Paris. 


Hermaphrodite-like  creature,  popular  in 
the  art  of  the  19th  Century. 

(Private  Collection, Rome) 


An  unusual  Hermaphrodite,  on  exhibit  at 
the  Louvre  in  Paris.  It  is  rather  un- 
usual because  of  the  blatently  erotic 
posture,  an  exhibitionistic  pose. 


Hermaphrodite  statue,  on  exhibit  at  the 
Staatliche  Museum,  Berlin. 


Here  are  three  similar  hermaphrodite 
statues,  in  three  different  countries  of 
Europe.  Similar  in  style,  posture  and  form, 
they  vary  according  to  workmanship* 


i . Hermaphrodite — Staatliche  Museen,  Berlin 


2.  Hermaphrodite — Museo  e Galleria  Borghese , Rome 


3.  Hermaphrodite — National  Museum , Athens 


Three  unusual  hermaphrodite  figures  on  view 
in  the  Louvre  in  Paris,  The  smaller  figure 
to  the  left  would  appear  to  be  a daughter- 
son  to  the  mixed-sex  person  in  the  middle. 
The  figure  to  the  right  appears  to  be  a car- 
icature of  the  small  hermaphrodite. 


Here's  a hermaphrodite  figure  with  a 
bird- like  creature  that  could  represent 
Leda  and  the  Swan*  On  view  at  the  British 


Museum,  London* 


An  Exhibitionistic  hermaphrodite  on  view 
at  the  National  Museum,  Stockholm.  Here 
the  Figure  seems  to  glory  in  her  penis, 
she  shows  it  off  to  the  world. 


Three  hermaphrodites  carved  in  brass,  relief 
on  exhibit  at  the  British  Museum,  London. 


On©  of  the  earliest  hermaphrodites  carved 
in  stone.  On  exhibit  at  the  Barrow  Museum 
in  Rome, 


Here  are  some  reverse  hermaphrodites-  five 
figures  with  male  characteristics  but  with 
vaginas.  These  carvings  go  back  to  the 


ancient  times. 


The  Satyr  and  the  Hermaphrodite.  The  Satyr 
in  ancient  mythological  lore  was  pictured  as 
a half- human,  half  animal  creature,  the  ess- 
ence of  pure  lust.  The  hermaphrodite,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  portrayed  as  a being  combining 
both  the  male  and  female  characteristics. 

(Staatliche  Museum,  Berlin) 


An  unusual  and  sensual  hermaphrodite  figure  and 
his/her  friend  and  dog. (Private  collection, Paris) 


Three  more  ancient  drawings  of  the  hermaphrodite 


British  Museum, 


London. 
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